





VIETNAM RELIEF EFFORT
R OO RO RO RO RO 00

excitement matched that of Mr. Altorelli's. The gov-
ernment officials led him to his table. This was it.
This was the building he funded, these were the
kids he was helping.

The show began, a tribute to the school open-
ing. First, a handful of little girls sang, then the
children performed traditional Viethamese dances
and songs. After the show, Mr. Altorelli gave gifts
to the children. Some received volleyballs, others
badminton rackets, and some - those who lived
the furthest away from the school - received bicy-
cles.

Mr. Altorelli gave each child his or her gift. One
little girl was unbearably shy; someone ushered
her up to claim hers. When he gave her a new

bike, she started crying uncontrollably - no one
had given her such a gift before. He kissed the top
of her head, overwhelmed by her emotions and
his own.

Later, sitting on the bus, Mr. Altorelli digested
his experience. He knew he was giving these kids
a much-needed helping hand by making it easier
for them to get an education. His own family had
come to the U.S. from ltaly after World War II, and
education had opened the door for him to suc-
ceed. The bus drove on, and Mr. Altorelli started
planning his next trip back, and how else he could
help the kids at the newly named “John Altorelli
School.”

(John Altorelli is a partner at Dewey & LeBoeuf
law firm in New York City. His story was told to,
and written by, Amy Braunschweiger and Lam
Thuy Vo.)
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